Warrnambool East Primary School
5562 4100 Ward Street, Warrnambool

Th e Ll n Kwslette r

Photo day\Monday February8

HELPFUL PHOTO DAY INFORMATION:

1. If you are placing an order please ensure each child has their own envelope.

2. Do not place another child's envelope inside their siblings envelope.

3. Please collect a family envelope from the school office if you wish to have a family photo taken.
4. All children are photographed regardless if you are paying or not. This is for the schools records.
5. When the photos are returned to school, those who did not place an order on the day will be given a
second chance to order via a new form distributed when photos are returned to school.

You won't miss out!

6. The school does not give change nor do the photographers.
PLEASE ensure the correct money is enclosed.

7. If you lose your envelope the photographers and the school carry spares.
8. Only parents who are paying on the day and requesting it will have a family photo taken.

9. We highly recommend you place your order online. It is the safest way to order and record your
purchase. Online is the only way you can pay using your credit card.

10. We do not have control over the way your child's name appears in the photo - any changes or
requests are strictly handled by the school.
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Thankyou to the many parents,carersand family memberswho were ableto join usfor our classroomwalkthroughsthis week Therewasa great
W o daArdur@ the school,and it was terrific to see so many membersof our schoolcommunity taking the opportunity to visit classroomsmeet
teachers,and welcomein the new schoolyear. Keepup the communicationand the visitsto classroomsas the partnershipbetween staff and
parentsis sovaluableto your children Theuseof emailsor messagingn Seesaws a simpleway to communicate howeverpleaseunderstandthat
teachersg 2 yh@ dbleto responduntil after classedinish, soif your messages urgent, pleasecontactthe office. Any messagingfter Spm will be
respondedo duringthe nextschoolday.
Parentsareinvited to attend information session®verthe nexttwo weeks Thesesessiongrovideyouwith the answerso manycommonquestions
about not only the teachingandlearningin classroomsbut alsodayto day mattersthat help your child havea smoothexperienceat school We are
very excitedto be ableto invite parentsand carersinto the schoolas volunteers,which is somethingwe unfortunately O 2 dzf de §6rQmibst of last
year. In additionto attendinginformation evenings anotherway of learningabout what happensin our classroomsand how we engageand progress
our students,is to volunteerasa parenthelper. Parentsare welcometo commitin any capacitythey canwhether this is weekly, monthly or termly,
and this commitmentcanbe in any areayou feel comfortablewith ¢ fund raising,English Maths, alternative recessprograms,etc. Pleasecontact
your O K A tealRh@rf youare ableto assistandalsoprovideone of our office staffwith a copyof your WorkingWith ChildrenCheck
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Everyfour years,schoolsundergoa Departmentof Educationreview. Thisrigorous processis undertakenin consultationwith the whole school
community, and during the year we will be inviting parents and studentsto provide feedbackon matters such as student achievement,student
engagementnd wellbeing Lookout for opportunitiesto contribute to this review processin TheLink,and on Compassn readinesgor our school
reviewin Term3.
Studentsfrom Yearsl-6 will be bringinghomethe iPaduseragreementto signoverthe nexttwo weeks Whilewe R 2 yexpéctstudents,particularly
the youngerstudents,to readthe detailedagreementindependently what we would like you to do asparents,isto readthe agreementyourselves
then havea conversatiorwith your children focussingon thesekeypoints:

A IPadsat schoolare for learning

A Talkto ateacherif youfeel uncomfortablewith anythingyouseeon the iPad

A Onlytake photosandvideowhenit is part of your learning

A Onlytake photosandvideoonceyouhaveaskedpermissiorof others

A Remembepur schoolvaluesof respect honesty caring,andtrust whenusingiPads

SCHOOCOUNCIL

Attachedin today'sLinkis information regardingthe establishmenbf the 2021 SchoolCouncil Pleaseconsidemominatingyourselfor another parent
to representthe parent body through this forum, asit will provide you with an opportunity to directly influencethe quality of educationthat the
schoolprovidesfor its students,within the guidelinesprovided by the Departmentof Educationand Training Nominationforms are availableon
Compasspn the schoolwebsite,or from the schooloffice,andnominationsfor parentrepresentationcloseon Februaryl 9" at 4pm.

RobynLedin
ActingPrincipal



THE
EDUCATIO
TATE

SCHOOL COUNCIL
ELECTIONS - INFORMATION
FOR PARENTS

If you are interested in nominating or being
nominated for School Council, the forms are
available on Compass, the school website, or at the
schoal office

Mominations open 8" February and close 4:00 pm
15" February.

WHAT IS A SCHOOL COUNCIL AND WHAT DOES
IT DOY

All government schools in Victoria have a school eouneil,
They are legally conslituled bodies that are given powers
to set the key directions of a school within statewide
guidelings. In doing this, a school council is able to directly
influence the guakly of education thal the school provides
for its students.

WHO IS ON THE SCHOOL COUNCIL?

For most primary scheol councils, there are three possible
calagories of mambearship:

= A mandated elected Parant calegory — more than one-
third of the toial members must be from this category.
Department employees can be Parent members al
their child's schoal as long as they are not engaged in
woark at the schoal.

« A mandated elected school employee category —
members of this category may make up no more than
ene-nird of the total membership of school couwncil.
The principal of the school is automatically one of these
members,

= An oplional community member category — members
are esopled by a decision of the councll because of
their special  skills, interesls of  experences.
Danammleﬂ'ﬂoymuanutaiumwh
‘community members.

Generally, the term of office for all members is twe years,
The term of office of half the members expires each year,
creating vacancies for the annual school councl
elections,
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WHY IS PARENT MEMBERSHIP SO IMPORTANT?

Parents on school councils provide impertan! viewpoints
and have valuable skils that can help shape the direction
of the school.

Those parenis who become active on @ school council
find thelr involvement satisfying and may also find that
their children feel a greater sense of belonging.

DO I NEED SPECIAL EXPERIENCE TO BE ON
SCHOOL COUNCIL?

Each member brings their own valuable life skills and
knowledge 1o the role. Councilors may need to develop
skifz and acquire knowledge in areas that are unfamiliar
1o them. What you do need is an interest in your child's
schood and the desire to work in partnership with others to
hedp shape the schoal's future.

HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED?

The most obvious way is to vole in the elections, which
are held in Term ang each year, However, ballots ane
only held if more people neminale as candidates than
there are positions vacant.

In view of this, you might consider
« standing for election as a member of the school council

» encouraging another person to stand for election.

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO STAND FOR
ELECTION?

The principal will call for nominations following the
commencement of Term one each year. All school
council elections must be completed by the end of
March waless the usual time line has been varied by the
Minister.

If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for
someans o nominate you as a candidate or you can
nominate yoursalf in the Parent category.

Depariment employees whose child is enroled in a
school in which they are nol engaged i work are
eligibde to nominate for parent membership of the
school council at that schoal.

Once the nomination form is completed, retumn it o the
principal within the ime stated.

Ganerally, if there are more nominations received than
there are wvacancies on council, a ballot will be
conducied during the two weeks afier the call for
naminations has cloged,

REMEMEER

« Ask at the school for help if you would like lo stand for
election and are not sure what to do

+ Consider standing for election to council this year
= He sure to vate in the elections (if required)-

Contact the principal for further information.
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