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At assembly last week I asked students to focus on the use of positive language in the words and the messages
they are conveying with and to each other. Our termly Wellbeing Audit revealed a sense of discomfort amongst
Year 5/6 students due to the inappropriate language some students are using. We teach the Department of
Education and Training’s (DET) Respectful Relationships curriculum, which along with our Positive Education
philosophy helps to set the tone of the school, along with our values of Trust, Honesty, Caring and Respect. The
following information is sourced from DET and is worthwhile revisiting.
Respectful Relationships education is a core component of the Victorian Curriculum.
Everyone in our community deserves to be respected, valued and treated equally. We know that changes in
attitudes and behaviours can be achieved when positive attitudes, behaviours and equality are embedded in our
school. Respectful Relationships is about embedding a culture of respect and equality across our entire school
community, from our classrooms to staffrooms, on camps, at fund raisers and any event associated with the school.
This approach leads to positive impacts on student’s academic outcomes, their mental health, classroom behaviour,
and relationships between teachers and students.
How can you help? If you hear your child speaking inappropriately or in an insensitive way, ask them how they
would feel if someone spoke to them like that. Remind them to be respectful and caring of themselves and of
others.
On a more positive note, I’d like to acknowledge the volunteers Allesha and Heather who make our Year 3/4
Kitchen Garden program such a success. You may have benefited from the work of our students, teachers and
volunteers at last week’s pop up produce stall. I have enjoyed the fresh vegetables, herbs and pickles and relishes
made from the garden produce this term and can highly recommend them. Thank you to Allesha and Heather for
your own ongoing support of the program and the many hours you contribute to making the Kitchen Garden a
success.
Last week Year 5/6 teacher Ms Bree Gill decided to finish teaching for the remainder of the school year for
personal reasons. We will miss Bree, but are hoping to see her back as a casual relief teacher (CRT) during 2021.
School social worker Lesley Keilar and I met with Bree and her class last Friday and while they are very sad to be
saying goodbye to Bree, the students were respectful of Bree’s decision, they know the process we are undertaking
to replace her, and they seemed to be enjoying a very happy last day with Ms Gill.
This week we introduce another new member of our 3/4 learning community, Mrs Leonie Miller.

Leonie Miller
Hi WEPS families,
Thank you for a warm welcome to the school
community.
I am so excited to be teaching in Grade 3/4 this
year.
At the start of last year I moved here from Ballarat.
In Ballarat I was teaching at the same school for a
long time and even though I miss them I’m looking
forward to teaching here this year. Last year I was
very fortunate to be able to teach at this school as
a replacement teacher.
I remember my first day at WEPS and how I was
greeted with a big smile and a friendly hello by so
many students.
Some interesting things about me when I’m not at
school: I barrack for North Melbourne FC, I enjoy
spending time with family and friends and I enjoy
walking my dog.
Mrs Miller

The 1/2’s have
been learning
about the
water cycle and
making rain
clouds.

The students are loving
having the animals back
at school. They were all
living remotely for most
of 2020. It is so good to
have them back with us.
Thanks to all our
wonderful
volunteers
who helped look after
them.

How long can you plank for?!

Warrnambool Bowls Club is starting a competition for Junior
Bowlers on a Friday evening or Saturday morning. This will
consist of ½ hour of coaching followed by competition (1 hour)
Bowls Victoria’s Junior League is a competition designed to
enhance playing opportunities for junior bowlers where they can
bowl against their peers, whilst representing a Bowls Victoria
affiliated club.
Played over eight weeks, the competition is open to any bowler
who is a junior and is under 18 years of age prior to the season
commencement.
The competition will also serve to connect juniors who
participate in Bowls Victoria’s school and Roll Up programs with
a local Country club and, if already playing Pennant for their club,
offer an opportunity to talented juniors to play with other under18 players.
Our sport is social, accessible and non-contact. Anyone can win,
regardless of experience due to the unpredictable nature of the
game.
Junior League provides a wonderful opportunity for our younger
bowlers, with a game and season format that is short, sharp and
tailored to the under-18 audience.
Each year, over 8,000 Victorian school students, both primary
and secondary, engage in a Bowls Victoria school bowls program.
Junior League has been designed to assist with retaining and
developing kids’ interest in our sport for the long term. Junior
League will become that pathway in a form of an inter-club
competition that is structured and run consistently.
Warrnambool Bowls Club is providing qualified Bowls Australia
Coaches, as well as providing this competition, free of any
charge.
If your Child has shown interest in Lawn Bowls, please contact
your School, who will forward contact details to me.
Paul O Donnell
Warrnambool Bowls Club

Don’t forget to
Come for a
Cuppa Monday
Mornings
Dear parents and carers.
We have booked the Piccolo
coffee van for Monday
mornings from 8:30am for
the remainder of Term 1.
It will be parked in the
school grounds near the Prep
rooms.
So come along and grab your
caffeine fix!
Hope to see you there!

We hope you have an amazing day
Alessandro Clingin

Wil Hayes

Gemma McIntosh

Remy Boote

Logan Gardiner

Lenny Jansz

Jaylan Simmons-Brock

Jasper Claridge

Thierry Roche

Molly Inia

Max Steele

Grace Bellman

Friday March 12th

Prep Beach excursion

Wednesday March 17th

Year 1/2 Swimming. 11:30, 12:30, 1:30

Monday March 22nd

Year 5/6G & B, Rock Pool investigations. 9-11am

Tuesday March 23rd

Year 5/6 W & C , Rock Pool investigations. 9-11am

Mon Mar 23rd – Fri 29th

Education week

Wednesday March 24th

• Year 5/6M & K, Rock Pool investigations. 9-11am
• Year 1/2 Swimming. 11:30, 12:30, 1:30

Monday March 29th

Year 1/2 Swimming. 11:30, 12:30, 1:30

Wednesday March 31st

Year 1/2 Swimming. 11:30, 12:30, 1:30

Thursday April 1st

Last Day of Term . 2:20 dismissal

Monday April 19th

Term 2 Commences

