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Principals Report
This week I was very fortunate to attend the Principal State wide Conference in Melbourne with my colleagues from the Great
South Coast Network of Government Schools. The theme of the conference ‘Stronger Together: Every Student, Every School’ with
the opportunity to learn from a variety of highly regarded national and international education researchers. There was a powerful
indigenous theme throughout the conference and strong messaging around how we, as leaders, can strengthen connections to
culture in our schools. Other focus areas included;
• Understanding and Responding to the Cultural Context of Community
• Transformative Possibilities of Inclusion
• How to build belonging
• How to strengthen responsive teaching
• Courageous, Curious and Collaborative Conversations
• Aligning Engagement and Learning
I found each session extremely valuable and necessary as we work on re-engaging everyone (students, staff and parents) with school after the last
couple of years. One of many profound insights from the conference was realising that over the past 2 years, learning actually didn’t stop, we
continued to work hard to engage our students (remotely) and provide the best learning experiences for them. There were aspects of remote
learning that made us better educators, we now need to transfer these skills into the classroom. I actually feel really energised after this conference,
and look forward to building on the learning from the conference with teachers, students, parents and our broader school community.
On Monday the 27th June I have been invited to attend the Wimmera South West Self Determination Campfire. The purpose of the campfires is to:
•
•

Provide Koorie communities opportunities to define self-determination in education
Explore possibilities for how self-determination could and should look in education
• Build and strengthen partnerships between Koorie communities and schools
• Highlight the benefits of self-determination who whole school communities
• Improve attendance, engagement and achievement for Koorie learners
• Develop a range of changes to improve agency and success for Koorie people in schools
I feel very privileged to play a role in this discussion and engage the WEPS community in shaping the short and longer term plans for strengthening
Koorie connections between home, school and our wider community. Recently school campfire conversations were held in 25 schools across the
South West Victoria Region. I am proud to share that WEPS was one of the 25 schools.
Lastly, I would like to thank families for keeping their children at home when they are unwell. We have well and truly hit the colder weather this
week and know that you are all aware of the colds and flus (plus COVID) that this time of year may bring. We also thank you for continuing to
understand the challenges we face with teacher replacements. We have a plan that we follow and do our best to ensure continuity of learning and
minimal disruptions.

BioCats

Year 5/6 Koorie students
enjoying Bio Cats in Geelong

Deakin Science

So exciting to have the Marine Biology Undergrads back in the school doing ‘Deakin
Science’ with our 3/4s!
They learnt all about different seaweeds.

Leaves Wanted
for the Kitchen
Garden

Have you got deciduous trees losing their leaves and
making a mess at home? Why not rake them up and
bring them to school for our Kitchen Garden compost
bins. Drop off to the Kitchen Garden gates, near the Art
Room.
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Friday June 3rd

Interschool Winter Sports

Wed June 8 & Thurs June 9

Lions Eye Health program - Year Prep, 3 and 6 only

Wed, Thurs, June 8th, 9th
Thurs June 9th

• Prep Swimming. 11:40 -1:50
• School Council Plant Drive fundraiser due back to school

Monday June 13th

Queens Birthday Public Holiday

Wednesday June 15th

Prep Swimming 11:40 -1:50pm

Friday June 17th

Pupil free. Staff PD.

Friday June 24th

Last Day of Term 2. 2:20 dismissal

Annual privacy reminder
Warrnambool East Primary School collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in
the Schools’ Privacy Policy. For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents.
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Victorian government schools are child safe environments. Our school actively promotes the safety and wellbeing of all students, and all school staff are committed to
protecting students from abuse or harm in the school environment, in accordance with their legal obligations including child safe standards. The school’s Child Safety Code of
Conduct, and Child Safe Reporting and Responding Obligations policies and procedures are available on the school’s website.
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