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Principal’s Report
We have officially entered the middle of term 3 this week – it is week 5, with 5 weeks to go. We have definitely had another
great week at WEPS with some of our grade 3/4 students having a wonderful time participating in the interschool Hoop Time
Competition and our preps have been exploring all the wonderful things our local community has to offer (including whale watching) and
more. We are just so grateful to be getting back into the flow of having excursions and events to enrich our learning at WEPS. We are very excited
for the Science night next week, I hope families are enjoying their project planning and making.
School Council also met this week and raised concerns about road safety and the need for improved conditions during drop off and pick up times.
School Council plan to take a proactive role in engaging with local council and Vic Roads in pursuit of long-term solutions, however it is important
all parents play a role in following road safety and parking regulations each day. This is just a reminder to please be aware of designated parking
areas and following road safety rules diligently for the safety of our whole school community.
Your will notice 3 policies attached for consultation – Visitors, Digital Technology and Yard Duty. Please send in your feedback or queries by 4pm
Tuesday 16th August. School Council consultation process has been completed.
The Victorian Government Schools Agreement has been revised, approved and now implemented from the beginning of this term. The new
agreement includes adjustments to a number of provisions for improved work and leave conditions for all DET employees, namely time in lieu
policy for teachers and education support staff. If staff are required to attend events or meetings outside of their scheduled work times, time in lieu
provisions will apply. Time in lieu provisions for camps (overnight supervision) will take effect from the beginning of next year.

And, just a reminder to finalise school fees if you haven’t already done so. You are welcome to contact the office if you require an update on your
accounts.
It is with mixed emotions that I share the news of Michelle Bickley Miller’s recent retirement. Michelle has now officially ceased leave from her role
as principal at WEPS and is now enjoying life as a retired principal (no doubt keeping herself busy). Michelle has played an integral role in our
Network of Government schools not only in her role as principal, but also as Senior Education Improvement Leader, mentor, coach, colleague and
friend. On behalf of the school community, I wish Michelle only the very best - hopefully lots of travel, time with family and friends and golf. Please
enjoy reading Michelle’s parting words to the Warrnambool East community…

Hello to all the families of the WEPS students.
I read with interest great things which continue to happen at WEPS and have a mixed feeling of pride and envy. How wonderful is the kitchen
garden led by Allesha. I love the Instagram posts.
As I have officially retired after first joining the Education Department in 1974, I am happy with my decision, knowing that I left still enjoying the
work and with energy. Leaving in a positive way also leaves me sometimes wondering why didn’t I stay a bit longer and then when I am enjoying
time with family, friends and learning new pursuits, I know I have made the right decision.
I often dream about both principal work and teaching and often think about how I wish I had done this or that or what I would do differently now,
but that is also a joy, knowing that it is others’ turn. I still have opportunities to mentor and coach and that is fulfilling.
So, I have so much to be grateful for in my career. I have kept many notes and drawings from students, parents and staff and they make me smile
when I reflect on those I have hopefully supported, encouraged and motivated. I am grateful that some of the students in my early years felt that I
taught them well, when I do believe I developed into a better teacher as the years progressed, but what never changed was having a positive
connection with the students.
I am grateful for all the opportunities I have had and taken along my journey. I have taught in inner city, western and eastern suburbs of
Melbourne, rural and regional schools. I taught in very large schools including Hawksburn PS for 11 years where there were 1100 students and I
had 17 nationalities in my class. It is a reflection of the changes in Melbourne community, that the school has been closed now for 25 years.
I have also been a consultant in literacy and general teaching and learning and very proud, that during that time, we lifted the results for reading in
the region to equal the best in the state.
I was loaned from the department to lecture at Deakin University in Warrnambool and that too was a highlight and I see many of those young
people being wonderful teachers in both the government and catholic systems in the Warrnambool area and feel very proud.
Being a principal has been so rewarding for me and hopefully for the schools I have led. I enjoy being with people and never ever felt alone in
leadership. WEPS has amazing support and collegiality amongst the staff and incredibly good will from everyone to pitch in and help, offer ideas
or take the lead on initiatives.
The school is only as good as the people in it: the rich diversity of students and their individual characters, strengths and needs, the teacher and
support staff and their individual characters, strengths and needs, the parents and their individual characters, strengths and needs; the wonderful
staff in the administration area… we know the school relies on Veronica ( already enjoying her retirement), Leanne, Sue and Lynn and their
efficiencies and warmth, that allows teachers to teach and leaders to lead; the wellbeing team is envied by other schools and their connections
with students and families is invaluable. We managed many large building and grounds projects during my years at WEPS and Veronica was my
saviour in the background for these projects. I can’t ignore the amazing Jimmy: Unique to WEPS and also envied by other schools. The gardens
are a credit to him but he is more than that to the school community and beyond. He is a mentor and friend to many and offers wise counsel and
a pair of ears to many.

Students are the core of the school and even today when I walk into WEPS, the genuinely warm, cheerful and kind greetings from the students is
a key feature. Visitors notice and remark on this too. WEPS has that genuine belief in developing the whole child. It is so important to develop
literacy and numeracy making all the appropriate adjustments a student may need, but equally as important is developing future citizens who are
kind, resilient, creative, confident, passionate and encouraged to develop and pursue new interests and skills. COVID has tested everyone in
some of these areas and I would like to congratulate parents, students and teachers in their endeavour and patience with each other as you have
navigated these challenges.
The development of young people is a partnership with schools and families. Parents were the first teachers of their children and their role
modelling continues to influence and shape their children’s development. I encourage all families to keep connected with the teachers and school
to have positive influence as partners.
Finally, I am grateful for the support I was given at WEPS. The school council was amazing under the leadership of Jenny Waterhouse and Kate
Haberfield in my time, and we would have great discussions and suggestions from the parents on council. They always kept ensuring we
demonstrated the school and department values and listened to the voice of the community. Robyn Ledin has to have been the most amazing
assistant principal: calm, organised, efficient, passionate and compassionate and very wise. I am grateful for both she and Ann Dwyer for
stepping up into acting roles to allow me the one term which grew into five terms, as a senior adviser. It allowed me to support other schools
while knowing WEPS was in good hands. Marina Milich and Ann have continued this confident leadership in times when the challenges in all
schools are significant. I am grateful to them and wish the school council all the best In the next stage of engaging a principal for the school.
It has been such a privilege to lead this amazing school and it’s students, staff and families and I wish you all every success, good health and
happiness.
Farewell and thank you. Please say hello when you see me out an about and please forgive me if have forgotten some names. I do love to hear
the progress of your children.
Regards,
Michelle Bickley-Miller

Following the recent retirement of our substantive Principal, Michelle Miller, the selection process for the School Principal position at Warrnambool
East Primary School has commenced and will hopefully be finalised this term. The Department of Education has indicated that the successful
candidate will commence in the role at the start of Term 1, 2023.
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Soup Day
Tomorrow, Friday August 12th will be soup day
for the Years 3 – 6.
Soup on offer will be:
•

Chicken noodle

•

Pumpkin

•

Beef and vegetable

Cost is $1 if you bring your own mug or
$2 if you would like to use one of our mugs.

No need to pre order.
Just bring your money and mug on the day.
You will be given direction when and where to
go to receive your yummy soup.

Kitchen Garden
Last Friday 3/4 B had their third session of Kitchen Garden. As a
warmup activity, in small groups they completed an alphabet challenge.
The aim was to think of a garden related word for each letter of the
alphabet. Exploring the garden gave them lots of ideas.
This week's small groups tasks were;
The Broccoli's worked with Barnaby and completed some pH soiling
testing of the garden beds, on average most have a higher pH than
preferred, so to lower the pH we are adding coffee grounds to the
garden beds. Thanks Pleasant Hill Coffee for the used coffee grounds.
The Brussel Sprouts worked with Peta to set up a Composta worm farm
garden bed which we won last term. The worm farm component is in
the middle and surrounding it is a circular garden bed which they
planted out with bok choy.
The Cucumbers worked with Millie to feed the worms and aerate some
of our compost bins. The worms make a great nutrient rich 'wee' and
'poo' which we is fed to the plants on a regular basis.
The Rhubarbs worked with Alison and Mrs Baulch making origami seed
envelopes and filling them with saved bean seed from last season. The
children have made lots of packets, so I hope everyone has got some
space at home to grow some climbing beans.
The Strawberries worked with Allesha and planted a bed of brown
onions. We used rulers to measure the rows and spacings of the
seedlings. It was a very delicate job which required teamwork and
patience.
The Lemon tree has its first fruit on it this year. Everyone is so excited to
pick them. So, to keep things lemony everyone was treated to a plain
sweet biscuit topped with homemade lemon curd. Give it a go at home,
I'm sure everyone will enjoy it!
Thank you to all of the wonderful parents and grandparents for
volunteering and helping in the Kitchen Garden.
If you would like to volunteer in the Kitchen Garden, let your child's
classroom teacher know. You don't have to be a 3/4 parent; anyone can
help. Kitchen Garden days and times are varied to (hopefully) suit more
parents.
Happy gardening

Lemon Curd
•

50g (1/3 cup) cornflour

•

125ml (1/2 cup) water

•

250ml (1 cup) fresh lemon juice

•

215g (1 cup) caster sugar

•

60 g butter, coarsely chopped

•

4 eggs, separated

Can be used on scones, or as a filling for a
lemon tart or lemon meringue pie.
Combine cornflour, water, lemon juice and caster
sugar in a saucepan.
Use a whisk to stir over medium heat until the
mixture boils and thickens. Continue to cook,
stirring, for a further minute. Remove from heat.

Whisk in butter and egg yolks.
Transfer curd to a bowl. Cover and place in the
refrigerator for 3 hours to cool completely.
Equipment: medium pot, whisk, measuring cups,
knife, chopping board, scales, 3 small bowls,
juicer, medium bowl, spatula.

3/4B & H Deakin Science Whale Watching Excursion

Dimboola Hockey
On Friday 29th July, our boy’s hockey team played in the Greater Western Regional finals in Dimboola. In simply stunning conditions, the boys
demonstrated outstanding grit, determination and skills whilst playing 4 games. The boys finished the day with 2 wins, a draw (with the eventual winners)
and a loss. All students did their best on the day and all said they had a great day. There were so many highlights from the day, from the canteen (rather
predictably) to goal line saves and goals scored. A massive shout out and thank you to Kerrianne Moore and Brett Jukawics for making the massive drive
to Dimboola. Congratulations to Remy Boote, Callum Wade, Ben Martin, Ruben Furusa, Hugh Fawcett, Lennox Jones, Oscar Pearce and Nick Jukawics.

More details about
exciting things
happening during Book
Week to come.

Activities
listed below

•

BOOK WEEK ACTIVITIES

•

Book Week is fast approaching!

•

We will be celebrating at school from August 22nd – August 29th with many fun activities throughout the week.

•

Monday 22nd – Friday 26th August:

•

Mystery Readers will pop up in different locations during the week to share their favourite books at recess time.

•

Teacher’s favourite books. Children will be invited to match the teacher with their favourite book.

•

Monday 22nd August:

•

Whole school buddy session in the last hour, celebrating the importance and enjoyment of books.

•

Wednesday 24th August:

•

Dress Up Day. Children are invited to dress up as a book character and bring their favourite books to share.

• In addition to these exciting activities at school we would like to invite families to be involved in our BOOK COVER
CHALLENGE! This involves finding a book from your bookshelves and using your imagination to re-create the front cover. See
below for some examples …..

Book Week cont..
Send your creations through
SeeSaw to your child’s class
teacher by Friday 26th August to be
included in our BOOK WEEK
display!
Monday 29th August:
Marc McBride is visiting our school
on Monday 29th August to conduct
workshops with children from years
3-6. Marc is the illustrator of the
New York Times bestselling series
Deltora Quest. He has illustrated
more than two hundred book
covers, ten picture books and
countless magazines. His book,
‘The Glimme’, was shortlisted for
the 2020 CBCA Book of the Year
for younger readers.
Happy reading and let’s get
excited!!

Breakfast Club

Breakfast Club is back on
Monday and Tuesday
mornings.
8:30 – 8:50.
Thankyou so much to all
our wonderful volunteers.

Kai Barclay

Manu Kauyaca

Knox Tinkler

Lukah Harris

Tessa Knights

Jesse Kew

Charlie Riches

Lillian Griffiths

Lenny McLeod

Friday August 12th

•
•

Years 3-6 Soup day. Details in the newsletter
Prep 100 days of school celebration. PREPS ONLY

Tuesday August 16th

1/2K, 1/2C & 1/2L to Art Gallery, F Project and Library. 11:30-3pm.

Wednesday August 17th

Science Fair. 4 – 5:30pm

Thursday August 18th

Year 5/6 Sport

Friday August 19th

Pupil Free - Staff Professional Practice Day

Monday August 22nd

Book Week commences

Tuesday August 23rd

1/2A, 1/2R & 1/2T to Art Gallery, F Project and Library. 11:30-3pm.

Wednesday August 24th

Book Week Dress up day. More details to come.

Thursday August 25th

Year 5/6 Sport

Friday August 26th

Year 5/6 Hooptime

Monday August 29th

Mark McBride author visit all day Years 1-6.

Wednesday August 31st

Year 5/6 all Rock it incursion in gym. 2:20 – 3:20.

Thursday September 1st

•
•

Wednesday September 7th

Prep ‘Shoelace’ incursion

Thursday September 8th

Prep Arts Performance

Friday September 16th

End of Term 3. 2:20 dismissal.

Year 5/6 Sport
Year 5/6 Volleyball

Annual privacy reminder
Warrnambool East Primary School collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. For more
information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents.

Facebook

Victorian government schools are child safe environments. Our school actively promotes the safety and wellbeing of all students, and all school staff are committed to protecting students from abuse
or harm in the school environment, in accordance with their legal obligations including child safe standards. The school’s Child Safety Code of Conduct, and Child Safe Reporting and Responding
Obligations policies and procedures are available on the school’s website.

Website

